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I  am who  I ’m meant  to  be ,  this is  me.  
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       Sarah Crites                  
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Aug 15 PTA Back to School at 
Peter Piper 4-8p.m. 

99th Ave/McDowell Rd 

Aug 19-23 NJHS Water Drive 

Aug 20 Leader In Me Family 
Night.  5:30 p.m. Library 

Aug 22 First PTA Meeting 
5:30 p.m. Library 

Aug 28 Dollar Dress Down & 
Munchies 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Important Dates in  

August  
 

 

August  2019  

We are looking forward to a great 

year and have many fun events 

planned. We appreciate and need 

your support. Join the Country 

Place PTA. We are currently offering memberships for 

$10/person or $15 per Family! If you are interested in buy-

ing the school spirit t-shirt, we will have them available at 

the front office. 

         

Welcome Back! 

This month’s leadership 

focus is an overview of 

the 7 Habits of Highly 

Effective People!  Your 

students are participat-

ing in a Culture Week 

we call the First 8 

Days.  During the First 

8 Days of school they 

will be introduced or 

deepen their under-

standing of all 7 Habits. 

Our goal is for all of us 

to be effective today in 

way that makes us even 

more effective tomor-

row!  We hope they are 

enjoying a deeper dive 

into leadership and ef-

fectiveness.  Thanks for 

all of your support!  We 

have an amazing com-

munity of leaders!   

Dr. Cagle 



Kinder 
Jacqueline Davis, Anastasia Hanns, Karina Hernandez, Jazmin Guadarrama 

 

WELCOME to another exciting year in kindergarten. We are so excited to get started with our new class of kindergartners. 
We have been working hard preparing our curriculum. We again have a great team this year with our newest teacher Mrs. G. 
She is supported by Mrs. Davis, Mrs. Hernandez and Miss Hanns. We are excited to have her as part of our amazing team. 
This month we are introducing our Leadership program: The 7 Habits of Happy kids to our students. We will also be working 
on “No more letter of the week”. A program that is designed to help students understand the name of letters and their 
sounds. Each student will be assigned a letter and they will be the master of that particular letter. It has been proven to be a 
very successful program in our school. We will also be working on numbers to 10. We will be practicing rules, expectations 
and procedures for several areas in our school. We look forward to working with our students and families this year to pro-
vide the best educational year possible!  

First Grade 
Jessica York, Kristina Palacios, Maria Meza, Kristen Ayres 

 

We are so excited to get this year started with our awesome new first graders!  It was great meeting you at meet the teacher 
night.  Please remember to turn in all required forms to your child’s teacher.  Also, don’t forget to sign up for Remind.  If you 
cannot find your code, you can request another one from your child’s teacher.   This is the easiest and fastest way of commu-
nication so please sign up.  This month we will be completing all beginning of the year testing and getting kids started on their 
path to success.  We will be taking the time to become experts with our classroom and school expectations and becoming 
leaders in our school.  Please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher with any questions or concerns.  We look for-
ward to having an amazing year with everyone!     

 Second Grade 
Stephanie Badsgard, Maritza Bermudez, Sheila McCalpine, Edward Tafolla 

 

This year is going to be a great year.  We are beginning this year with one of our leadership projects.  The students will de-
cide which habit is their favorite and teach it to people during curriculum night.  Then, we will learn all about timelines.  We 
will create a timeline and a story about our lives. In mathematics, we will learn about even and odd numbers, place value, 
expanded form, different ways to write numbers, different names for numbers, problem solving with tens and ones, and 
counting patterns within 1,000.  In reading week one, we will learn about how friends depend on each other using fantasy 
stories while focusing on visualizing key details.  

Third Grade 
Lynette Hill, Maria Serrano, Valerie Cowan, Danielle Skunza 

 

We are very excited to start the new school year 2019-20!  We have a lot of great things planned for this school year.  We will 
continue to learn and grow in our leadership focus.  Remember that communication is a great way to empower your child’s 
learning. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact us.  Please speak to your child about the importance of 
following school and classroom expectations. We look forward to working with you throughout the school year and helping 
your child achieve great things! 

Fourth Grade 
Rocio Suarez-Ruiz, Julie Fach, Melissa Torres, Astrid Trzepacz 

 

Welcome Parents to the 2019-2020 school year!!! We are extremely excited to start a new year with your child. This year we 
have a new member in our team.   She is an experienced and knowledgeable teacher. Our team is now Mrs. Fach, Mrs. 

Ruiz, Mrs. Torres, and Mrs. Trzepacz.  To start off on the right foot, we ask for your child to have their basic needs met. Make 
sure they have a good breakfast either at home or school.  Make sure they get 9-10 hours of sleep every day. Make sure 
they are fully prepared for school with necessary materials such as books, pencils, paper, charged laptops and earbuds or 
headsets. Make sure you check backpacks daily and keep them organized.  Also, check homework and ilead Trackers daily 
with your initials and signature. Most importantly, let your child struggle through their learning so that they become independ-

ent thinkers. And last but not least, have fun with your child while they learn, grow and become independent.  Let’s have a 
fantastic year!! 

Fifth Grade 
Carrie Rodriguez, Stacey Sobelman, Cody Cherland, Serena Garcia 

 
Welcome back, Mustangs! And welcome to 5th grade! We are so excited for the year to begin and are looking forward to get-
ting to you and your families. We want to work together to create an awesome learning experience for everyone. This first 
month we are going to learn a lot about our procedures here on campus. In ELA, we will begin working in Wonders. In math, 
we'll be jumping into our curriculum, Go Math, to begin our work with place value.Parents and families, please make sure that 
you are signed up on Remind to receive important information throughout the year. Also, please make sure that your child is 
reading every night. As Dr. Cagle says, "The more you read, the smarter you get!"  

 



Sixth Grade 
 Ashley Farrell, Stephanie Budzban, Alexandra Gerber, Carrie Nicholson 

 

Sixth grade is off to a wonderful start to our year! We appreciate you sharing your lovely children with all of us. We will be 
practicing the 7 Habits and honing our leadership skills all year. We have started the school year off by focusing on having a 
positive mindset. Practice at home with your child by removing negative self-talk and inserting more positive affirmations. For 
example, instead of saying, “I’m not very good at this.” change it and say, “I will get better if I try!”  You can even write or share 
positive affirmations as a family. Ask your child about how the school year is going and review expectations to set them up for 

success!  Thank you for all of your support! 

Seventh Grade 
 Tatum Green, Paul Budge, Barbara DeMartino, Itzel Alvizo 

 

Welcome from 7th Grade! We are so excited for this new school year! We have so many AWE-some learning and leadership 
opportunities! 7th graders are expected to demonstrate leadership in the classroom, hallways, cafeteria, playground, and com-
munity. 7th graders will keep track of important assignments & events, leadership learning & goals in an agenda/planner this 
year! We will be documenting positive rewards earned, and Mustang Marks earned on a Weekly Tracker.  

Trackers MUST BE TAKEN HOME, REVIEWED with PARENTS and SIGNED EVERY WEEKEND! Please sign up for Re-
mind if you have not yet to receive important information about grade level happenings and school events, as well as easy 
communication with teachers! 

Here are some supplies needed for classes this year!  

Pencils , agenda/planner, 3 spiralbound notebooks, dry erase, markers, 3 – ring binder (1in. or 1 ½ in only please), binder, 
dividers, folders to organize classwork, loose leaf paper, glue sticks, composition book for ELA, colored pencils/crayons, sticky 
notes, highlighters and a book to read for fun. Optional: hand sharpener, extra lead, markers, erasers, pencil pouch/box, scis-
sors 

 

Eighth Grade 
Aileen Ramirez, Teresita Ceballos, Rachel Rasey, Randy McCaleery 

 

Families welcome back to Country Place Leadership Academy! Our 8th grade team is extremely excited about starting work 
with our children! We are starting by teaching the 8 habits of Highly sffective students: Habit 1 Being Proactive, Habit 2 Begin 
with the End in Mind, Habit 3 Put First Things First, Habit 4 Think Win-Win, Habit 5 Seek First to Understand, then to be Un-
derstood, Habit 6 Synergize, Habit 7 Sharpen the Saw and Habit 8 Finding Your Voice. We will be focusing on the Habit on 

the first 3 Habits the first few weeks of school. We will be creating goals, dream boards, and personal mission statements. 

Math- we will be reviewing mathematical concepts and establishing procedures with warm-up activities that include problem 

solving and thinking, number talks, task based learning with exponents, scientific notation, square roots, cube roots, rational, 
irrational numbers and Pythagorean Theorem.  

Social Studies -We will be focusing on Leadership and the creation of the United States. We will also be working on college 
and career readiness and helping students set goals for the future.  

Science - we will be working on the nature of science and science inquiry.  Students will be working on creating a “Volumizer” 
with their lab partners. Please ask them about it, they will need to build one as a group.  

Language Arts -Welcome to 8th grade ELA! Our first 8th days we will be going over the foundations of our Leadership Acad-
emy. We will review the Seven Habits in mini lessons designed to teach and practice each one of the Habits. We will follow by 
starting our first unit in Study Sync. 

Specials 
Gloria Chadwick, Daisy Ho, Cassandra King, Emily Walters, Morgan Cavanaugh, Anitra Morin 

 

Technology-  Welcome back to school everyone!!! Hope you all enjoyed your summer. This quarter in Technology Kinder 
through 6th grade will be starting digital learning, where we will be going over all technology online safety rules, such as ap-
propriate online behavior and how to deal with cyberbullying. As for 7th/8th grade I am excited to start a new online code pro-
gram by Google. -Ms. Laura                                                                                                                                                                                          

PE-  Is FUN and keeps us healthy! We are going to be learning how to move our bodies! Our first focus is how we use our 

hands.  Students will learn dribbling and shooting skills and offensive and defensive strategies. We will discuss healthy                                                                                                                                    

Music-  Students will be discussing Be Proactive, Begin with the End in Mind, and Put First Things First. Seventh and 

eighth graders will be learning/practicing drumming strokes, dynamics, and reading music scores.                                  
Art -  In art the kindergarteners are working on the elements of art unity and variety. 1st grade is studying patterns with lines 
and shapes, 2nd grade is working on paper weaving and tessellations, 3rd grade is studying balance, symmetry, and emphasis, 
4th grade is creating van Gogh paintings to study rhythm and movement, and 5th grade is working on proportions with 3D card-
board sculptures. In 6th, 7th, and 8th grade we are learning about the basic foundations of graphic design and will be designing 
next year’s Country Place T-shirt as well as 2 more Leadership Murals for the main hallway.                                               
Leadership -  In Leadership students will be discussing Be Proactive, Begin with the End in Mind, and Put First Things First. 



  Country Place              
Leadership Academy 

 
 

10207 West Country Place Boulevard 
Tolleson, Arizona 85353 
 
 

Attendance Line : (623) 478-6103 
Main Line: (623) 478-6100 
Fax : (623) 478-6120 

Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports 

Our new PBIS Expectations Posters are posted in the hallways!  When you are on campus look for the Golden iLEAD 
Be Respectful, Be Responsible, Be Safe Posters that show the expectations that we have for students in different com-
mon areas! 

                                                               Parking lot Safety 

Parent pick–up and drop–off is ONE WAY in the front of the building only. Please enter through the west gate and exit 
through the east gate. Student drop off is permitted on sidewalk/curb ONLY.  Student drop off in parking lot is PROHIB-
ITED.  If using parking lot, parents MUST park and accompany their child to crosswalk.  Please drop students 
off at the curb only, not in the middle of the line of traffic.  This procedure is necessary to keep our students safe.  ALL 
visitors need to park on parking lot and not on the curb; and must enter the building through the administration office, 
sign in and obtain a visitor’s pass.  Students can enter through the west and east entrance in the morning, unless ac-
companied by an adult, may enter through the office 

         Dress Code   

Uniform Tops: Solid dark green, ash gray, or burgundy with a  lay down collar. This may include but is not lim-
ited to: a “Polo” shirt or dress shirt/(blouse). No logos or labels. Shirts must be tucked in. Tops must be  free from rips 
or tears. If a  t-shirt  or turtleneck is worn under the top, it must be black, white, or conform to the dress code top color. 

Uniform Bottoms: Solid navy blue or Khaki pants or shorts, skorts, skirts, or jumpers/rompers. No logos, labels, blue 
jeans (denim), blue-jean shorts, sweat pants, or stretchy type material. No sagging of clothing is allowed. Bottoms must 
be free from rips or tears. No undergarments may show.                                        

Kindergarten through fifth grade students are required to wear the district issued Littleton lanyard, with License to 
Learn badge, as part of their uniform each day. Sixth through eighth grade students are required to wear a lanyard of 
their choice (must follow dress code requirements) and their License to Learn badge, as part of their uniform each day 

ParentVue Activation Key letters will be sent 
home with students. ParentVue is an online por-
tal that allows access to grading and attendance 
information for all of our students and parents in 

grades K-8. 
 
Web Address: 
http://littleton.apscc.org/pxp/Login_PXP.aspx 
https://www.facebook.com/CountryPlace.Mustangs 
https://twitter.com/CountryPlace_ES 

Health & Wellness     

   
Dear Parents, 

Welcome back students and families!  Our goal in the health office is 
to keep everyone safe and healthy during the school year.  Emergen-
cy medical forms have been sent home and should be returned.  If 
you have not received one, they are available at the office, as the 
nurse will not be allowed to give any over the counter medications 
without this form on file.  This form also provides phone numbers of 
who to contact if your child needs to be sent home due to illness.  
Please make sure phone numbers are up to date as well as our 
emergency contacts.  I look forward to working with you and your 
children this school year and hope you all remain safe and healthy. 

 
 
 
 
     We at Country Place Leadership Academy believe 
that all children are capable of success, no exceptions.  
We all are treasure hunters looking at each child and 
finding their amazing talents.  We will start the year be-
coming time travelers, looking at the 4 destinations:  
Home & Family, Education & Career, Community & Ser-
vice, and Hobbies & Recreation.  Students will be think-
ing about what this will look like for them as they become 
adults.  We know that children succeed when they can 
talk about their future  


